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 Cruise control
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www.whingeing-pom.com

“A very successful 
magazine, growing and 
growing every issue.”

Today Tonight Show
Channel 7

“It’s fabulous!”
Sandra Di Girolamo

Chief of Staff
Today Tonight

Channel 7

“Whingeing POM Magazine caught our 

hearts and caught our eye – it’s hilarious! 

Incredibly professional looking, very cool 

and we love reading it.”
Nathan & Nat ,

Breakfast Show, Nova 937

 

“a glossy new magazine providing some 

amusing insights into the good and bad of 

life on two distant islands.”
Neale Prior

The West Australian

“I was very impressed by the look and professionalism of the mag and look forward to reading future copies.”John Flint, Chief of Staff,The Sunday Times 

“A magnificent magazine  that’s causing a stir.”Eoin Cameron,
ABC Radio

‘I’ve enjoyed every issue. 
Absolutely fantastic and very 

funny – well done…A beautiful 
little read and a terrific magazine 

which I commend to my 
listeners..A great buy at $8.95.”

Simon Beaumont
6PR Radio

AUSTRALIAN MAGAZINE LAUNCH OF THE YEAR, 2008
Publishers Australia, Bell Awards
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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2008 THE EXPAT BITES BACK

TOP  
OF  
THE  
CLASS 
Is the UK  
too Cool  
for School?

FRESH OFF THE BOATHOME & AWAYGRUMPY OLD GITTOP STOPSFIVE STARS

Australia $7.95

Cross  
Tasman  
Rivalry

What’s with the  
Aussies and  

the Kiwis?
 

Gaining a 
Sixpack in  

the Land of  
the Six Pack

 
Goa, Goa,  

Gone
Lifting the Lid  

on India Lite
 

GetaWA
Broome Time

A Tale of  
Two Cities 

 Perth vs Perth

…whether you desire the luxurious feel of high gloss cabinets and quartz tops…

neutral tones splashed with a touch of colour to add interest…  

or traditional to Über modern.

Our modular kitchens and cabinets are imported direct from Germany  

and all come with Blumotion soft closing doors and drawers.

We are able to offer a varied choice of well known brands of stone; acrylic and 

laminate to compliment your bespoke Kitchen so whether it’s a New build or 

renovation TradeMarque can create, install and deliver within a seamless process.

Visit our showroom at  

Unit 2/15 Vanden Way, Joondalup, 6027
t: 08 9300 0699f: 08 9300 2803

www.tmkitchens.com.au
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DECEMBER/JANUARY 2008

THE EXPAT BITES BACK

WIN  
AN ASPEN  

PARK HOLIDAY

Dreaming of a  
White Christmas 

Yule Be Missing Home

FRESH OFF THE BOATHOME & AWAYIN THE HOT SEATTOP STOPSFIVE STARS

Australia $7.95

 

Swimming  
with Sharks

Up Close and Personal
FashionYacht to Trot

 
Moan from  

the Midlands
UK in MeltdownMy First BarbieTongs, Lighter  
Fluid, Action!

POMW
A

W
H

IN
G

EI
N

G



POM

WHINGEING POM WA 
WHINGEING POM WA 
WHINGEING POM WA 
WHINGEING POM WA 

WHINGEING POM WA 

WHINGEING POM WA 

WHINGEING 
 

WHINGEING 
 

W
A

 

ABOUTUS

Whingeing POM WA is Western Australia’s 

latest lifestyle publication aimed at the state’s 

enormous ex-pat population. Distributed by 

Gordon & Gotch to every newsagents throughout 

WA and to a rapidly growing paid subscription 

base, the magazine is a bi-monthly, high gloss, 

coffee table style title.

STYLING

WPOM is produced by an award-winning 

publishing company who, most recently, were

honoured with AUSTRALIAN MAGAZINE LAUNCH 

OF THE YEAR 2008 at the Publishers Australia 

industry awards.

We use the talents of some of the best Australian 

and British graphic designers, animators and 

cartoonists to create a ground-breaking mix of 

quirky high-art layouts. 

WPOM establishes a unique, non-derivative 

look that is streets ahead of any other lifestyle 

publication in Western Australia.

FEATURES

A team of well-seasoned writers collaborate each 

month to bring readers up to date with the latest 

in travel, food, fashion, business and news both 

here and back in the UK. 

The award-winning team pokes fun at ludicrous 

bureaucracy but strives to identify and promote 

the best that WA has to offer, informing the 

wealthy ex-pat resident or visitor where they 

should be spending their money and why. 

• Home and Away News Items

• GetaWA travel features

• Top Shop guide

• Hi Life Overseas Destinations

• It’s All Relative Price Comparisons

• Pub Talk

• Smokers’ Corner 

• Open Mike – the Aussie’s right of reply

• Six Pack – Fitness Feature

• East/West - which is Best?

• Food Directory

54 55

JOBS 
for 
the 

BOYS
Local newspapers 

constantly grumble 
about WA’s severe 
skills shortage that 

affects almost all 
sectors. However, 

our jaded jobseeker 
discovers that 

joining the rat race 
is more a matter 

of  an egg and 
spoon marathon. 

Securing 
employment in 

Perth is not always 
what it’s cracked 

up to be.

By Cavan Gallagher

S
o I wake up one balmy, sullen Tuesday morning and 
remember that I have an interview with a well-known 
gas company that, for love of the absence of legal 
frivolity, will henceforth be known as Pureheat. At this 
stage, two months down the track, I’ve been looking 
for a semi-reasonable call centre job that can carry me 
over until I renew my teacher’s registration. In this time 

I’ve gone through enough lying, misdirection and miscellaneous 
hoop-jumping to make the average American postal worker feel 
that a post office just ain’t a post office if it doesn’t have decor 
consisting of bullet holes and forcibly evicted brain matter.

First step, as is usual on the morning of an interview, is to double-
check the email I received from the anonymous-but-officious 
employment agency ‘Pureheat’ presumably retained because their 
client couldn’t be bothered interviewing people themselves. The 
idea is just to check the address where the thing is being held but, 
whilst scanning the screen, I happen upon the first crisis of the day: 
a request that we bring to the interview a raft of ID plus triplicate 
copies, hidden so deep within the small-print that it has its own 
ecosystem.

Suddenly realising that I’m nowhere vaguely as on-time as I first 
believed, I scuttle into the car, trailing documentation charting the 
course of my life like time-weathered confetti and rush down to 
Officeworks to give my photocopy card a lightning-quick workout.

Naturally, because of this, I turn up ten minutes late; double 
naturally, they don’t ask to see a single paper, leaving the various 
photocopies and the unsecured documents lingering in my bag like 
the disaffected bastard offspring of some minor-league rock star. 
Half of these documents I will lose anyway in the next week.

The ‘authority’s’ disinclination to view my paperwork may have 
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Caught short, 
feeling short-
changed, given 
short shrift 
and, at short 
notice, you 
have to get 
away. You’re 
over it and 
it’s over you. 
Making your 
way in WA 
can grind 
you down. 
So where can 
you escape to 
before the end 
of  your tether 
whiplashes 
and takes 
someone’s eye 
out?

L
et’s approach this logically. You’re exhausted 
and if you don’t take a break, your house, 
office, offspring and multiple acquaintances are 
in danger of being wiped out by the thermo-
nuclear reaction simmering inside your head. 
You need time off. Unwilling to spend half your 
gross income on a local dust bowl (how are 

domestic hotel and flight prices almost double to get second rate 
service at some godforsaken nipple-end of humanity?), you need 
to leave the country. An overseas luxury holiday at short notice is 
the only solution.

Let’s consider that last sentence again. ‘At short notice’. Now, 
we aren’t in Europe where you can always hop onto a cheap 
flight out of Stanstead and still end up at the Hermitage hotel in 
Monaco having made the decision only 48 hours earlier. We are 
in WA where there is a shortage of everything (five star service 
included) and, God forbid, you need to book a flight at the 
last minute during the school holidays. It ent going to happen. 
Remember, route map-wise, Perth is the equivalent of Truro in 
Cornwall. It’s the end of the line. So, whatever time of year your 
mind has decided to implode, choose your flights first and your 
destination second. 

You have to get to a hub. Just like in Trivial Pursuit. If you 
can fulfill all the rules demanded of the prospective WA traveller 
(flexibility, endless wealth, willingness to wait thirty minutes over 
the phone while the travel agent checks limited availability and 
tortuous flight routes) then head towards the hub for all that 
you’re worth – and, at short notice, the price will most likely be all 
that you’re worth. 

The hubs here are Kuala Lumpur and Singapore. There’s 
always Bali but...there’s always Bali, if you see what I mean.

So, we are aiming for somewhere in South East Asia. The 
Maldives would have been nice but you have to move back 
away from the hub, so the flight will take 18 hours with seven 
connections. Snap out of it. It’s South East Asia. Next question, 
how long do you go for? Your head says at least three years. 
The kids can look after themselves while you are away: they can 
forage for food and will probably be on $200k in the mines when 
you get back (yep, no kids - this is serious personal downtime). 
Your accountant says five days.

Yes, sadly, if you’re forging ahead and etching out a new 
lifestyle here, you can’t take your hands off the wheel for too long. 
You would love to have a two week break but, if you’re a business 
owner, you know that on Day Three of your holiday, all your staff 
will have moved their laptops to the beach and be using the 
photocopier as a boogie board. On Day Four, the supplier with 
the CRITICAL delivery that has been planned three months in 
advance will fail to show up, resulting in the imminent destruction 
of your business. If, however, you’re astute enough to return in 
the early hours of Day Six, by heading straight into the office, 
working 72 hours in a row, clearing up all the mistakes your book-
keeper has made, phoning all your customers that haven’t been 
able to get through for the past week and emptying all the bins 
that have been served with a local Shire environmental warning 
as the cleaners have flicked off work, you may just save your 
company.

If you’re an employee, you know that Brett from Accounts’ 
whispering campaign against the embezzling Pommie prick will 
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have reached critical momentum by Day Three, 
allowing Brett to cover his own tracks of dipping 
into the petty cash to pay his beer tab at the 
Dingo and Woggle in Roleystone. By Day Five, 
all your key accounts who had cancelled their 
meetings at the last minute anyway will actually 
realise you were away and therefore claim they 
had turned up only to find you gone. You only 
have five days respite Mister and Missus.

Five star, for five days at five hours notice. 
Oh fook it. It’s Phuket.

The brochures describe Phuket as the 
‘Pearl of the Andaman Sea’ although, from 
the documentaries I have seen, I know that 
a lot of swine gravitate towards this particular 
pearl. Phuket is Thailand’s largest island with a 
population of 1.6 million. The island is blessed 
with delightful foreshores and forested hillsides 
although, at only 21km wide by 48km long, the 
tourists that swarm here tend to overrun much 
of the natural beauty.  The ‘unspoilt stretches 
of fine white sand’ found along the western 
coast are unfortunately bordered by the sewer 

town of Patong, whose imported human 
detritus leaks and seeps right up the coast. 
Or, as the guide books say, the ‘cosmopolitan 
atmosphere’ infects much of the otherwise 
untouched surrounding areas – more of which 
later. In the meantime, best to head for the 
quieter Eastern coast.

So, destination chosen. Phuket twinned 
with Tallinn in Estonia. Phuket, the fantasy 
island every hygiene-challenged geek from the 
IT and finance department raves about. Phuket 
– Ibiza for those who can’t dance. Then again, 
a five star hotel is a five star hotel, wherever you 
happen to be in the world. This is not necessarily 
the most politically correct attitude, particularly 
in poverty traps like Mexico and Africa but look, 
you are on the verge of a nervous breakdown. 
You can’t be picky or polite.

Getting there is a breeze. Five hours to KL 
and then a straight connection onto an hour’s 
domestic to Phuket. I staggered out of the 
miniscule airport and awaited my fate. A huge 
BMW limousine slid noiselessly up to the kerb, 

drawing jealous glances and guarded peeks 
over the top of fake designer sunglasses. The 
chauffeur beckoned me inside and I levitated 
onto the backseat, airbourne by a waft of 
relief and smugness as I peered back at the 
other poor muppets, including those bound for 
the five star Meridien, waiting to clamber into 
minibuses. How council! A scented face towel 
and TV screen complemented the spacious, 
cool interior and, best of all, the driver didn’t 
speak a word: not one syllable for the whole 
45 minute transfer to my hotel, the Evason 
Phuket. 

Call me a grumpy bugger but observing 
Cosa Nostra is vital for those, so fatigued from 
months of polite small talk, for whom just one 
more inane dialogue will tip them straight over 
the edge. Ah – peace and quiet. The tension 
started to melt away.

The car journey to the resort breezes by, 
passing the obligatory peeling billboards, 
teetering upon scaffolding and unfinished 
crumbling buildings. The limo glides by and 

finally sails into a huge reception area. The staff 
at the Evason greet you and direct you towards 
a tranquil courtyard, where the checking-in 
pavilion perches on top of an infinity pool. All 
you can hear is the sound of trickling water and 
staccatoed birdsong: the cares of the world 
slip away within minutes. 

I, however, was still in WA POM mode. Nerves 
frayed from countless service ‘incidents’, bank 
account depleted by gratuitous overcharging, 
my critical faculties were armed, tactical and 
like a coiled spring ready to leap upon anything 
sub-standard. The Evason Phuket markets 
itself as five stars – I wanted to see a whole 
constellation.  

Situated at the South East tip of the island at 
Rawai Beach, the resort has 260 guestrooms, 
suites, pool villas and duplex pool suites 
scattered amongst five low rise buildings in 
64 acres of tropical gardens. More than 80% 
of the rooms face the sea with the remainder 
offering bay views along the coastline. The 
usual range of watersports is on offer although 

‘Five star, 
for five days 
at five hours 
notice. Oh 
fook it. It’s 
Phuket.’
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 2.5 litre in-line 4-cylinder DOHC engine
 6-speed manual or 5-speed activematic
 Cruise control
 Air-conditioning & CD/MP3 player
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143 UK Families immigrate to Western Australia 

every week. Almost 8,000 UK immigrants were 

awarded residency in WA last year.* This figure 

does not even include the tens of thousands 

of itinerant visitors or those on extended stays 

through working visas. Through tie-in deals with a 

variety of immigration companies, WPOM is offered 

as part of every newcomer’s introduction to the 

country.

The UK resident population in WA is now 

approaching  500,000 with a larger disposable 

income than any other immigrant group. This 

population is in dire need of discovering decent 

suppliers of quality goods and services.

Upon an immigrant’s first few months in the 

country, they crave information and support. How 

do they get a bank account? How do they rent 

a property and where or should they be buying? 

Where can they go for a decent meal or weekend 

break? Whingeing POM will address these issues 

and its advertisers will be identified as quality 

suppliers.

*Source: National Bureau of Statistics

MAGAZINE STATISTICS

Bi-Monthly, Outsized, Four Colour,

High Gloss, Perfect Bound

ADVERTISING

A limited number of advertising PRICING 

opportunities are available within Whingeing 

POM WA. The highly competitive package 

includes:

A full colour presentation within the •	

relevant editorial section

Exceptional marketing reach, direct •	

access to a wealth of proven affluent 

spenders.

Formidable exposure to the largest •	

spending niche group within the State.

READERSHIP

Gender Ratio: 62% Male, 38% Female

AVERAGE INCOME

$178,000

FAMILY STATS

Married, access to two or more cars, Holiday 

Frequency Average Three holidays per annum

READERSHIP

19,560 (est.)

DISTRIBUTION

Western Australia – Newsstand, Hotels

United Kingdom
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RATECARD & ARTWORKARTWORK MATERIAL
Artwork to be supplied as Print ready PDF files with fonts embedded. 

EPS or TIFF format (CMYK) with a minimum resolution of 300dpi are also 

acceptable. Full page ads require a 5mm bleed with trim marks.

Please refer to the exact specifications for ads provided on the Ratecard.

Ideally the artwork would be a file where the fonts are embedded so that 

the chance of font corruption or relying on someone else’s fonts  

is eliminated.

The best way to do this is to make it a TIFF (or .tif) or EPS (.eps) file with fonts 

embedded. If you send a PDF, make sure you embed the fonts otherwise you 

rely on us having the same fonts as your machine. For EPS delivery please 

ensure all fonts are converted to paths and supply all linked items.

Excel, Word and Publisher files are not acceptable as finished  

digital material.

Please ensure all digital files are supplied with images converted from  

RGB or spot  into CMYK.

All artwork to be emailed to production@whingeing-pom.com

Double page bleed
460mm x 297mm

(add 5mm either side bleed)

Half page vertical (bleed)
110mm x 297mm

(add 5mm either side bleed)

Banner (bleed)
230mm x 45mm

(add 5mm either side bleed)

4 column x 3 cm
186mm x 45mm
Directory Only

2 column x 9 cm
91mm x 97mm
Directory Only

Full page bleed
230mm x 297mm

(add 5mm either side bleed)

AD DIMENSIONS

 Banner Curtain (bleed) 
460mm x 45mm

(add 5mm either side bleed)

DIMENSIONS - THIS MAGAZINE IS OUTSIZED

+30% Back Cover +20% Inside Cover
+20% Inside Back +15% Specified Position
All Prices exclude GST

Directory*	 4 column x 3 cms   $350
	 2 column x 9 cms  $465
	 6 issues – 7% discount  
	 12 issues 15% discount
	 (*Minimum 3 issue booking)

PRICING

		  	One Off          	 3 x          	 6 x

Double Page     		 $2,900       	 $2,400 	 $1,925	
	
Full Page  			  $2,450        	 $2,100	 $1,775
	
Half Page (vert)		 $1,650	 $1,460 	 $1,225

	Banner Curtains		 $1,400	 $1,225	 $1,015

Single Banner		 $1,050	 $915	 $840

Typesetting, artwork and electronic files can be prepared 

by our Production Team and will be charged to the 

advertiser at the discounted trade rate of $75 per hour. 

Please be aware that the BETTER your ad looks the 

MORE enquiries it will generate!  

For more information please call our production 

department on 1800 822 906 or email us at 

production@whingeing-pom.com

CONTACT
Sales Manager:	 Andrew Archibald

		  andy@whingeing-pom.com

		  T: 1800 822 906  F: 1800 822 907


